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Mr Gabriel Ogunkoya, father of Antoine and Kennieice
Bali Gill, solicitor at Imran Khan and Partners, representing the family

Mor Dioum, Director of the Victoria Climbie Foundation

Suresh Grover, Director of The Monitoring Group

Father and family condemn “scandalous” report into the murder of his two children
The father of the murdered children Antoine and Kennieice Ogunkoya,, will condemn London Borough of Hackney’s Social Services report as  “inaccurate, insensitive, inadequate and scandalous”  at a press conference organised by the family tomorrow morning.(17th July 2008) 

The report is the product of an internal Serious Case Review commissioned by the City & Hackney Local Safeguarding Children Board. Its purpose was to look into the circumstances that led to this terrible tragedy. It will be made public tomorrow morning but only as a 14 page Executive Summary. 
The children were killed in horrific circumstances by their mother, Vivian Gamor on 27th January 2007 who had been allowed by social services to have overnight stay. At the time she was living alone and suffering from a “serious mental illness”. It was the involvement of and “mismanagement” by the Social Services led to the children staying with her overnight. The mother was convicted of murder on 1st August 2007 at the Central Criminal Court. 

When passing the sentence, the Judge, His Honour Judger Peter Rook QC made his concerns known to the Social Services and the public. He said:

“On the face of it, this terrible tragedy could have been avoided if Gamor had not been allowed unsupervised access and the children’s father’s grave concerns had been given weight”
The comments by the learned Judge triggered this Serious Case Review. It presented a valuable opportunity for the Children Services at Hackney to explain the exact circumstances that led to the killings and also learn lessons so that similar tragedies may be avoided. 
Ms Bali Gill, of Imran Khan and Partners, solicitors said,
 Mr Ogunkoya and his family have waited over 17 months for the outcome of this review .  They had hoped to finally get the answers to questions that have tormented them as to why their children were killed – as part of their quest fro justice.  Instead they have been served with a 14 page summary of a review that asked the wrong questions of the wrong people and for the wrong reasons and as such its minimal recommendations are flawed and it seems of little value”.  In short it is nothing but a travesty of justice.
For further information, Please contact:

Mr Mor Dioum .on 020 85714121 or 07903614265
Mr Suresh Grover on 020 7636 6000 or 07816310706

The Ogunkayo family is being supported by:

The Victoria Climbie Foundation &

The Monitoring Group

For further information on the groups please visit the following sites:

www.monitoring-group.co.uk 

www.victoria-climbie.org.uk
